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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on 08/04/2009. Claims 27-37, 
44-49, 51-61 . This action is made FINAL. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 27-37, 44-49, 51-61 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant amends 
the independent claims in introducing new limitations as a listing of multiple loci within a 
physical environment, the listed multiple loci including at least the first locus and the 
second locus; at the resume-locus system using tuner swapping or tuner sharing, 
wherein tuner-swapping comprises exchanging of state between a source location and 
a destination location and includes the destination location obtaining from the source 
location, a media-content pause buffer attached to a tuner, and further wherein tuner- 
sharing comprises the source location and the destination location sharing, both the 
tuner and the pause buffer. 

And the examiner introduces Thomas et al that disclose the user may only have to use 
the relocate feature to freeze the on-demand media content and relocate to the friend's 
house to resume the on-demand media content.,0087; that means in creating the 
bookmark, the users have opportunity to select or choose a resumption location from a 
plurality of locations containing on a menu. And Bumgardner et al disclose the user 
performs a swap the display foreground and background tuners are swapped, 0103; 
tuners 1610 receive the television signals on transmission line 1660, which may 
originate from an antenna, a cable television outlet, or other broadcast input source. 
The set-top box 10 may have any number of tuners, multiple tuners in a single box or 
the sharing of tuners between several interconnected set-top boxes, 01 05. This 
information proves that the system allows users to select a resumption location from a 
list containing a plurality of locations and the system is capable of swapping and sharing 
tuners in order to exchange resources from different devices. 



Application/Control Number: 10/698,349 
Art Unit: 2425 



Page 3 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 27-37, 44-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Roberts et al in view of Thomas et al, US No. 20020059621 . 

Re claim 27, Roberts et al disclose a processor-readable medium 
having processor-executable instructions that, when executed by a processor, perform 
a method comprising(Apparatus of the invention can be implemented in a computer 
program product tangibly embodied in a machine-readable storage device for execution 
by a programmable processor, col. 13, lines 13-16): 

receiving a manual user interaction based upon the Ul that indicates that the user 
selects the bookmarked multimedia program for resumption of presentation from a point 
of the bookmark(see fig .1 , element 1 02, user requests creation of bookmark); 

presenting the selected bookmarked multimedia program at the multimedia 
presentation system at the first locus from the point of the bookmark(a display device 
such as a monitor or LCD screen for displaying information to the user, col.7, lines 49- 
51). 

But did not explicitly disclose presenting a user interface on a multimedia presentation 
system at a first locus, wherein the Ul comprises a display area listing a bookmark for a 
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bookmarked multimedia program bookmarked at a second locus different from the first 
locus and a listing of multiple loci within a physical environment, the listed multiple loci 
including at least the first locus and the second locus; 

requesting that a communicatively coupled multimedia server streams to the 
multimedia presentation system at the first locus the selected bookmarked multimedia 
program from the point of the bookmark. 

However, Thomas et al disclose presenting a user interface on a multimedia 
presentation system at a first locus, wherein the Ul comprises a display area listing a 
bookmark for a bookmarked multimedia program bookmarked at a second locus 
different from the first locus and a listing of multiple loci within a physical environment, 
the listed multiple loci including at least the first locus and the second locus(relocation 
feature being presented to the user,0093; the user may only have to use the relocate 
feature to freeze the on-demand media content and relocate to the friend's house to 
resume the on-demand media content, 0087); 

requesting that a communicatively coupled multimedia server streams to the 
multimedia presentation system at the first locus the selected bookmarked multimedia 
program from the point of the bookmark( requests that the paused content be 
appropriately delivered, remote server network 110 may retrieve the appropriate content 
location reference and continue delivering the media content from the point at which the 
user paused the content,0091). 

It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Robert in introducing the user may only 
have to use the relocate feature to freeze the on-demand media content and relocate to 
the friend's house to resume the on-demand media content and requests that the 
paused content be appropriately delivered, as taught by Thomas, for the purpose of 
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allowing users to select from their device a remote location where they want to resume 
their bookmarked content. 

Re claim 28, Roberts et al disclose wherein the Ul comprises a listing of some or all of 
the bookmarks associated with a particular multimedia program, and the manual user 
interaction comprises a manual selection of one bookmark from the listing of the some 
or all of the bookmarks(see fig. 3, element 302; a set of location bookmarks, col. 2, line 
26; multiple bookmarks, col. 3, lines 37-40; pointing device such as a mouse or a 
trackball by which the user can provide input to the computer system, col. 7, lines 51 - 
54). 

Re claim 29, Roberts et al disclose wherein the Ul comprises a listing of some or all of 
the bookmarks associated with a particular multimedia program and, wherein, the some 
or all of the bookmarks are listed based upon one or more properties associated 
therewith(The user can organize bookmarks into categories, col .6, lines 6-7). 

Re claim 30, Roberts et al disclose wherein the Ul comprises a listing of some or all of 
the bookmarks associated with a particular multimedia program and, wherein, the some 
or all of the bookmarks are listed based upon one or more properties associated 
therewith; the one or more properties are selected from a group consisting of: identity of 
multimedia content of the particular multimedia program; relative point of the bookmark 
during the presentation of the particular multimedia program; most recently bookmarked 
multimedia programs; a category of the multimedia content being bookmarked; a locus 
of a system where the particular multimedia program was bookmarked; identity of a 
user who manually bookmarked the particular multimedia program; chronological time 
of generation of the bookmark ; chronological date of generation of the bookmark ; 
relative time during the presentation where the particular multimedia program was 
bookmarked(they can optionally be displayed by bookmark location, by proximity of 
location, by specificity of location, by subject matter of the bookmark content, or 
chronologically by time of recording the location bookmarks, col .6, lines 50-54). 
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Re claim 31 , Roberts et al disclose wherein the Ul graphically illustrates one or more 
of the following: identity of the selected bookmarked multimedia program; relative point 
of the bookmark during presentation of the selected bookmarked multimedia program; 
most recently bookmarked multimedia programs; a category of one or more 
bookmarked multimedia programs; a locus of a system where the one or more 
bookmarked multimedia programs were bookmarked; identity of the user who manually 
bookmarked the one or more bookmarked multimedia programs; chronological time 
when the one or more bookmarked multimedia programs were bookmarked; 
chronological date when the one or more bookmarked multimedia programs were 
bookmarked; relative time when the one or more bookmarked multimedia programs 
were bookmarked; or graphical depiction of relative time when the one or more 
bookmarked multimedia programs were bookmarked(a graphical user interface or a 
menu based user interface, col. 5, lines 26-27; they can optionally be displayed by 
bookmark location, by proximity of location, by specificity of location, by subject matter 
of the bookmark content, or chronologically by time of recording the location 
bookmarks,col.6, lines 50-54). 

Re claim 32, Roberts et al disclose wherein the Ul comprises a listing of some or all 
broadcast media programs that have one or more bookmarks(multiple bookmarks, col. 3, 
lines 37-40). 

Re claim 33, Roberts et al disclose wherein the Ul comprises a listing of broadcast 
media programs available with indicative indicia corresponding with broadcast media 
programs that have one or more bookmarks(see fig. 3, element 302; a set of location 
bookmarks, col. 2, line 26). 

Re claim 34, Roberts et al disclose wherein the Ul comprises a grid listing of 
broadcast media programs available with indicative indicia corresponding with 
broadcast media programs that have one or more bookmarks(The user can add 
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annotations to bookmarks, which can be used for searching and retrieval, col. 6, lines 7- 
9). 

Re claim 35, Roberts et al disclose wherein the Ul comprises a listing of broadcast 
media programs available with indicative indicia corresponding with broadcast media 
programs that have one or more bookmarks, wherein the appearances of the indicia 
vary to indicate differences in one or more properties associated with bookmarked 
broadcast media programs(the user can organize bookmarks into categories for later 
searching and retrieval, col. 6, lines 6-7; that means the bookmarks can be displayed 
according to some predefined properties; a location bookmark can include other kinds 
of information, for example, the time when the bookmark was made, col. 3, lines 23-24). 

Re claim 36, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 27. 
Re claim 37, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 27. 

Re claim 44, Roberts et al disclose a multimedia presentation system which is 
configured to be communicatively coupled to at least one multimedia server and a 
plurality of other multimedia presentation systems in a networked environment, the 
presentation system comprising(see fig. 3): 

a multimedia rendering unit configured to present multimedia content and one or more 
user interfaces(see fig. 3, element 310; a graphical user interface or a menu based user 
interface, col. 5, lines 26-27) ; 

a computing unit configured to communicate with a multimedia server over a network 
and, and wherein the computing unit is further configured to present the one or more 
multimedia programs at the first locus using the each respective bookmark(see fig. 3; a 
display device such as a monitor or LCD screen for displaying information to the user, 
col.7, lines 49-51). 
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But did not explicitly disclose further configured to generate a Ul for presentation on the 
presentation device at a first locus, the Ul for presentation on the presentation device 
comprising a first display area being at the first locus for listing bookmarks, each 
respective bookmark being associated with one or more multimedia programs, wherein 
the one or more multimedia programs were bookmarked by the each respective 
bookmark at a locus different from the first locus 

a resumption unit configured to track a state of live content being consumed by the 
multimedia presentation System and the plurality of other multimedia presentation 
systems in the environment, the live content comprising both content played live and 
bookmarked content. 

However, Thomas et al disclose further configured to generate a Ul for presentation 
on the presentation device at a first locus, the Ul for presentation on the presentation 
device comprising a first display area being at the first locus for listing bookmarks, each 
respective bookmark being associated with one or more multimedia programs, wherein 
the one or more multimedia programs were bookmarked by the each respective 
bookmark at a locus different from the first locus(relocation feature being presented to 
the user,0093; the user may only have to use the relocate feature to freeze the on- 
demand media content and relocate to the friend's house to resume the on-demand 
media content,0087) 

a resumption unit configured to track a state of live content being consumed by the 
multimedia presentation System and the plurality of other multimedia presentation 
systems in the environment, the live content comprising both content played live and 
bookmarked content(see fig. 8; On demand media content that is presented in a live 
feed may be remotely recorded for a user when a user selects to freeze the delivery of 
the media content,0007). 
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It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Robert in introducing the user may only 
have to use the relocate feature to freeze the on-demand media content and relocate to 
the friend's house to resume the on-demand media content and a live feed may be 
remotely recorded for a user when a user selects to freeze the delivery of the media 
content, as taught by Thomas, for the purpose of allowing users to select from their 
device a remote location where they want to resume their bookmarked content and 
playing live content associated with bookmarks. 

Re claim 45, Roberts et al disclose further comprising a user-interface control panel 
configured to receive user input action that triggers generation of a bookmark; such 
action is selected from a group consisting of: selection of another source of multimedia 
content; viewing a list of other sources of multimedia content; manually pressing a 
"pause" key; manually pressing a "bookmark" key; and manually pressing another pre- 
defined key or choosing a pre-defined option(see fig.1 , element 102, user requests 
creation of bookmark). 

Re claim 46, Roberts et al disclose wherein one or more properties associated with the 
each of the bookmarks are selected from a group consisting of: identity of the 
multimedia content; relative point of a bookmark during the presentation; most recently 
bookmarked multimedia program of the one or more multimedia programs; a category 
of the multimedia content that was bookmarked; a locus of a system where the 
bookmarked multimedia program was bookmarked; an identity of a user who manually 
bookmarked the bookmarked multimedia program; chronological time of generation of 
the bookmark ; chronological date of generation of the bookmark ; relative time during 
the presentation where the bookmarked multimedia program was bookmarked(they can 
optionally be displayed by bookmark location, by proximity of location, by specificity of 
location, by subject matter of the bookmark content, or chronologically by time of 
recording the location bookmarks, col. 6, lines 50-54). 
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Claims 47-49, 51-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Roberts et al in view of Thomas et al further in view of Bumgardner, US No. 
20030206719. 

Re claim 47, Roberts et al disclose a processor-readable medium 
having processor-executable instructions that, when executed by a processor, perform 
a method comprising: presenting a graphic user interface on a multimedia presentation 
system at a resume location that allows a user to select when to resume presentation of 
a bookmarked multimedia program from a point of a bookmark(Apparatus of the 
invention can be implemented in a computer program product tangibly embodied in a 
machine-readable storage device for execution by a programmable processor, col. 13, 
lines 13-16), 

presenting the selected bookmarked multimedia program from the point of the 
bookmark(a display device such as a monitor or LCD screen for displaying information 
to the user, col. 7, lines 49-51). 

But did not explicitly disclose where to resume presentation of the bookmarked 
multimedia program, wherein the bookmark was generated at one of multiple locations 
within a physical environment and presented at the same or another location within the 
physical environment, the physical environment including, a network of 
communicatively coupled multimedia presentation systems, wherein the graphic user 
interface comprises: 

a first display of different locations where the selected bookmarked multimedia 
program can be resumed; 

a second display of at least one of different bookmarks within the selected 
bookmarked multimedia program; and 
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a third display of the selected bookmarked multimedia program with a bookmark icon; 
receiving ,a manual user interaction that indicates that the user would like to resume the 
selected bookmarked multimedia program from the point of the bookmark; 

requesting that a communicatively coupled multimedia server streams to the resume- 
locus system the selected bookmarked multimedia program from the point of the 
bookmark; and 

doing so at the resume-locus system using tuner swapping or tuner sharing, wherein 
tuner-swapping comprises exchanging of state between a source location and a 
destination location and includes the destination location obtaining from the source 
location, a media-content pause buffer attached to a tuner, and further wherein tuner- 
sharing comprises the source location and the destination location sharing, both the 
tuner and the .pause buffer. 

However, Thomas et al disclose where to resume presentation of the bookmarked 
multimedia program, wherein the bookmark was generated at one of multiple locations 
within a physical environment and presented at the same or another location within the 
physical environment, the physical environment including, a network of communicatively 
coupled multimedia presentation systems, wherein the graphic user interface 
comprises(relocation feature being presented to the user,0093; the user may only have 
to use the relocate feature to freeze the on-demand media content and relocate to the 
friend's house to resume the on-demand media content,0087): 

a first display of different locations where the selected bookmarked multimedia program 
can be resumed(The system may have a relocate feature that may allow a user to 
freeze on-demand media delivery on one user equipment and resume delivery and 
viewing from another user equipment,0007); 
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a second display of at least one of different bookmarks within the selected bookmarked 
multimedia program(The system may also allow the user to select from multiple 
programs which may have been previously frozen by the user,0090; that means 
different bookmarks); and 

a third display of the selected bookmarked multimedia program with a bookmark icon; 
receiving ,a manual user interaction that indicates that the user would like to resume the 
selected bookmarked multimedia program from the point of the bookmark(may be 
selected if a user wants to start to view the media from the frozen point on user 
equipment that is different, e.g., different household, different subscriber site, different 
room, different equipment platform, etc., than that which was used to freeze the 
media,0089); 

requesting that a communicatively coupled multimedia server streams to the resume- 
locus system the selected bookmarked multimedia program from the point of the 
bookmark(requests that the paused content be appropriately delivered, remote server 
network 110 may retrieve the appropriate content location reference and continue 
delivering the media content from the point at which the user paused the content,0091). 

It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Robert in introducing the user may only 
have to use the relocate feature to freeze the on-demand media content and relocate to 
the friend's house to resume the on-demand media content and system may also allow 
the user to select from multiple programs which may have been previously frozen by the 
user, as taught by Thomas, for the purpose of allowing users to select from their device 
a remote location where they want to resume their bookmarked content and allowing 
users to select from a plurality of bookmarks. 
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And Bumgardner et al disclose doing so at the resume-locus system using tuner 
swapping or tuner sharing, wherein tuner-swapping comprises exchanging of state 
between a source location and a destination location and includes the destination 
location obtaining from the source location, a media-content pause buffer attached to a 
tuner, and further wherein tuner-sharing comprises the source location and the 
destination location sharing, both the tuner and the pause buffer(see fig. 15, element 
1594, swap; the user performs a swap 1594 the display foreground and background 
tuners are swapped, 0103; tuners 1610 receive the television signals on transmission 
line 1660, which may originate from an antenna, a cable television outlet, or other 
broadcast input source. The set-top box 10 may have any number of tuners, multiple 
tuners in a single box or the sharing of tuners between several interconnected set-top 
boxes,0105) 

It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Robert in view of Thomas in introducing 
swapping and sharing tuners, as taught by Bumgardner, for the purpose of allowing the 
system to exchange resources and contents from different devices and sources easily. 

Re claim 48, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 47. 

As to claim 49, the claimed "a processor-readable medium having a processor- 
executable instructions that, when executed by a processor..." is composed of the same 
structural elements that were discussed with to the rejection of claim 47. 

Re claim 51 , Roberts et al disclose wherein the bookmarks are listed in the first 
display area, based upon one or more properties associated therewith(The user can 
organize bookmarks into categories, col.6, lines 6-7). 

Re claim 52, Roberts et al disclose wherein the bookmarks are listed in the first display 
area, based upon one or more properties associated therewith; the one or more 
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properties are selected from a group consisting of: identity of multimedia content; 
relative point of the bookmark during the presentation; most recently bookmarked 
multimedia program of the one or more multimedia programs; a category of the 
multimedia content that was bookmarked; a locus of a system where the multimedia 
program was bookmarked; an identity of a user who manually bookmarked the 
multimedia program; chronological time of generation of the bookmark ; chronological 
date of generation of the bookmark ; relative time during the presentation where the 
multimedia program was bookmarked (they can optionally be displayed by bookmark 
location, by proximity of location, by specificity of location, by subject matter of the 
bookmark content, or chronologically by time of recording the location bookmarks, col. 6, 
lines 50-54). 

Re claim 53, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 47. 
Re claim 54, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 53. 

Re claim 55, Roberts et al disclose wherein the bookmarks of the programs listed in 
the first display area are Chosen to be listed based upon one or more properties 
associated with the at least one bookmark or the multimedia programs(The user can 
organize bookmarks into categories, col. 6, lines 6-7). 

Re claim 56, Roberts et al disclose wherein the at least one bookmark of the 
multimedia programs listed in the first display area is chosen to be listed based upon 
one or more properties associated with the at least one bookmark or the multimedia 
programs; the one or more properties are selected from a group consisting of: identity of 
multimedia content; relative point of the at least one bookmark during the presentation 
of the multimedia program; most recently bookmarked multimedia programs; category 
of multimedia content bookmarked; locus of system where the multimedia program was 
bookmarked; identity of user who manually bookmarked the multimedia program; 
chronological time of generation of the bookmark ; chronological date of generation of 
the bookmark ; and relative time during presentation where the multimedia program 
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was bookmarked(they can optionally be displayed by bookmark location, by proximity of 
location, by specificity of location, by subject matter of the bookmark content, or 
chronologically by time of recording the location bookmarks, col .6, lines 50-54). 

As to claim 57, the claimed "a processor-readable medium having a processor- 
executable instructions that, when executed by a processor..." is composed of the same 
structural elements that were discussed with to the rejection of claim 47. 

Re claim 58, Roberts et al did not explicitly disclose wherein a listing of the broadcast 
multimedia programs in the first display area is in a grid-like pattern based upon a 
presentation schedule of the broadcast multimedia programs. 

However, Thomas et al disclose wherein a listing of the broadcast multimedia 
programs in the first display area is in a grid-like pattern based upon a presentation 
schedule of the broadcast multimedia programs( program listings information to display 
program listings and program information for television programming, for on-demand 
media programming, and for PVR programming, 0043, see fig.4b). 

It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Robert in introducing program listings 
information to display program listings and program information for television 
programming, as taught by Thomas, for the purpose of allowing users to select 
programs from the program guide.. 

Re claim 59, Roberts et al disclose wherein bookmarks of the broadcast multimedia 
programs listed in the first display area are chosen to be listed based upon one or more 
properties associated with the bookmarks or the broadcast multimedia programs(The 
user can organize bookmarks into categories,col.6, lines 6-7). 
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Re claim 60, Roberts et al disclose wherein bookmarks of the broadcast multimedia 
programs listed in the first display area are chosen to be listed based upon one or more 
properties associated with the bookmarks or the broadcast multimedia programs; the 
one or more properties are selected from a group consisting of: identity of multimedia 
content; relative point of the at least one bookmark during displaying of the multimedia 
program; most recently bookmarked multimedia programs; category of the multimedia 
content bookmarked; locus of system where the multimedia program was bookmarked; 

identity of user who manually bookmarked the multimedia program; chronological time 
of generation of the bookmark ; chronological date of generation of the bookmark ; and 

relative time during presentation where the multimedia program was bookmarked(they 
can optionally be displayed by bookmark location, by proximity of location, by specificity 
of location, by subject matter of the bookmark content, or chronologically by time of 
recording the location bookmarks, col. 6, lines 50-54). 

Re claim 61 , Roberts et al did not explicitly disclose wherein the broadcast 
multimedia programs are received via one or more broadcast media transmissions 
which are selected from a group consisting of incoming live television broadcast, 
incoming live cable television signal, incoming live satellite signal, incoming live video- 
on-demand signal, and incoming live pay-per-view signal. 

However, Thomas et al disclose wherein the broadcast multimedia programs are 
received via one or more broadcast media transmissions which are selected from a 
group consisting of incoming live television broadcast, incoming live cable television 
signal, incoming live satellite signal, incoming live video-on-demand signal, and 
incoming live pay-per-view signal(Media distribution facility 150 may be a cable system 
headend, a satellite television distribution facility, a television broadcast facility, or any 
other suitable facility for distributing on-demand media content, television, and music 
programming to users, 0039). 
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It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Robert in introducing a cable system 
headend, a satellite television distribution facility, a television broadcast facility, as 
taught by Thomas, for the purpose of allowing users to select programs from a plurality 
of sources. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean Duclos Saintcyr whose phone number is 571 -270- 
3224. The examiner can normally reach on M-F 7:30-5:00 PM EST. If attempts to reach 
the examiner by telephone are not successful, his supervisor, Brian Pendleton, can be 
reach on 571-272-7527. The fax number for the organization where the application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the status of an 
application may be obtained from the Patent Application Retrieval (PAIR) system. 
Status information for published applications may be obtained from either private PAIR 
or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see htpp://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97(toll free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, dial 800-786-91 99(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

/Jean Duclos Saintcyr / 
/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2425 



